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GOSPELTO LIFEAND LIFETO GOSPEL Notes from the 2

Minister

What a privilege it was-gfiori nmge Una o &egimspbffl § nayt
August at the Mercy Center in St. Louis, Missouri. It was indeed historic! Themnference 2019

were twentyfive friars present and twentfive Secular Franciscans. We were also

blessed to have a Poor Clare in our midst. The friar presence consisted gtrict & Local 4
Provincials, Provincial Spiritual Assistants, and Regional Spiritual Assistants. gty News
wonderful it was for me to meet with Secular Regional Spiritual Assistants, Som&wly Elected

of them being religious from different Franciscan communities. Councils

The Conference of National Spiritual Assistants thought of every detail in planniRepching Outto g

this event. Also present were members of our National Executive Council. Our Larger :
Franciscan Family

From beginning to closure, the experience of being one family with the same

mission was strongly apparent. We prayed together (morning and night Liturgy \6futh and Young = g
the Hours, daily Mass, nightly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament), shared maatd commission
together, dialogued together, listened together, and planned for the futur§isirict 6 Retreati 19

together. 6Called to

, 0 N oul .
Father Michael Higgins, TOR, was our keynote speaker and spoke about the =

OAl tius Moder amenbé, the higher direResidantwdhliiceh
vocation. In other words, the spiritual and pastoral care of the OFS is entrustétffiection

by the Church (Pope) to the Franciscan First Order and TOR. He also spoke gfilogy for 11

the spiritual assistance to be provided and the appointing of a Spiritual AssistantChristina

(Continued on Page 2) Upcoming Events 12



jContinued from Page 1) Message from Our Minister
| was struck by so much during this time and will mention

a few goals that | hope will come to fruition in our Order: As we begin 2020, we have most likely made some New
Year resolutions. | know | have. Besides the usual ones,

) sopefull I tﬁ lose a few pounds and eat healthier, did any of them
Franciscanfopefully, we, as secuiars, can Treagy . qe our Franciscan vocation? St. Francis was always
Ol;lt more tOF thfemwe_ can kllnv.lte them to our able to start anew. Nothing he ever did suggested to him
Chapters, OFS fraternity gatherings, etc. t hat he had reached his goc¢

2. Some OFS members have never seen a friar &gain to live out our Franciscan vocation more deeply and
areas where they livea recommendation was in new ways. Let this be the year, we let the Spirit move

1. A lot of friars know little about Secular

made for First Order friars and TOR to travel andu s ! In this edition of the
engage with OFS in these places. find inspiration to help you on your journey.

3. It would be good for friars in formation to be at Each fraternity minister has just finished their annual
OFS fraternity gatherings. report to the region. I dm

. I report to National. | hope this time of sefvaluation has
4. F|_rst OrdeE and_TOR CO.UId invite an OFS to mee'iead each of us to step out boldly to address any issues
with themi their council, etc. As seculars, we
.uncovered and help us to courageously follow our
would learn more about them and be able to bun(t : , : ,
. . ) ranciscan vocation. As Article 15 of our Rule states: Let
a better relationship and discuss mutual needs. S . . .
them individually and collectively be in the forefront in
Mostly, | experienced humility to be part of such apromoting justice by the testimony of their human lives
bawesomed vocation and s eaadtBeir cotiragboaspiretiatifes. r | rembneber fa hdlf uay e
our order. The three branches, First Order and TORyetreat at the Franciscan Center many years go where an
Poor Clares, and Secular Order can, and are willing, OFM stated:0 St . Francis started &
build our relationship and collaborate so that we maynovi n g, you are not Mayvhengg
serve the Church better aSpidtshowdadhioflus whatis @aurscd de and may wé dot c
us. 0Toget her 6, we comipl et e t he charism of our

vocation. At the regional level, we have our Pastoral and Fraternal
As Peter says in Matt hew Visifatiod, AprilBh cAs Constitutions Article 92.4 states:r f L
us to be hered, so it wa sTheipuarpostof both tioepastoral and fratesnal uigits is td n
Our Trinitarian spirituality was alive and well. We were aevive the evangelical Franciscan spirit, to assure fidelity
ocommuni ty 6 itwabk woadenful for ysdto be to the charism and the Rule, to offer help to fraternity
there. life, to reinforce the bond of the unity of the Order, and
R tg promote iﬁs mogst fftlactiv ir}seﬁtian {nt the .

Now we have |l eft oOoMt. Tabor r e ."0pgo
newsd6 to the plfourersgions, hoarr ancigcan af 'P'(.? anéi' %[he Cﬁwrch. The eglonap
fraternities. etc. xecutive Council looks fo_rwa_rd_ to_thls meeting. Please

' pray for the success of this visitation and that the REC
The joy odi vtihneg oUniifoen 6 g might @iscernnwhat is 6urs €tde im 2320 and do what
forever in my heart as is my gratitude to the CNSA foheeds to be done for our Region.

their servant leadership in bringing this to us. God Bless!
Peace and all good, Theresa Pratt, OFS

Alice, OFS

et

g Miriam Kennedy, OFS, |
§ CNSA Executive
Secretary,

i Alice Aubuchon, OFS,
i* Regional Spiritual

| Assistant,

4y Fr. Sam Fuller, OFM
Cap, Provincial

|| Spiritual Assistant, at

Il the LifeGiving Union
Conference, St. Louis,
MO, August 2019
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Formation Update: consists of the district, regional and national and

Your Franciscan Family international levels. Imagine the effect on your

Jack Sheridan, OFS, Regional Formation Director rela_tlonshlp W'th your family if you never attend your
family gatherings. The same applies to your Franciscan

I missed the formation conference NovembeBlbecause family. To fully develop your Franciscan vocation, you
of a family commitment, the first conference | missed ineed to participate in your Franciscan family gatherings.
over 20 years. Seven members of my fraternity wh .
attended the conference filled me in. | am going to shafe\'\;lagt 0 fthﬁni( 2eaf?”raé'onn teeémovx;]hch rgapneedn acnderana n
three ideas about the conference that | heard: : .
attend. The formation team meets8time a year to plan
1. Even though this was a conference, it was like the formation conference and to discuss formation at the
retreat. Mass, Liturgy of the Hours and other formdocal, national and international level. They work closely
of prayer every day couched by presentations frorwith the regional minister and spiritual assistants who also
the formation team. attend the formation meetings. If you have any questions

2. Great and useful presentations and plenty of ideas %k_)out formation, please call your D'St”.Ct Formation
bring back to my fraternity. irector. (See page 7 for Formation team list.)

3.1 6m starting to get to know the members of our
regional executive council and formation team and
other Franciscans from our region.

As someone who has attended these conferences for

years | can relate to these statements. When | think of my

formation over the years and my faith journey especially

in my relationship to Christ and his Church and the

Secular Franciscan Order, not only my fraternity meetings

but the yearly conferences and retreats, and district

conferences played a major role. The Secular Franciscan

Order formation is an amazing gift we have to offer lay

people today. When | first read Lumen Gentium, the

Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, which describes

the mission of the Church as well as the role of the laity, |

realized the Secular Franciscan Order was already living

out the teachings of that document, especially in regards

to the role of the laity. Lumen Gentium devotes nine

sections to the role of the laity and four sections to the

universal call to holiness, much of which focuses on the

call to holiness for the | aity. I f youdre a little r
Vatican Il documents, a great summary can be found in

the FUN Manual wunder 0Bas Saah Sndidrsorg ORSC(leff anel Sandrad Th@mpson, OFS,

| candt stress enough ho 9D aSsY as conference attendegs light a candle fop,

formation conferences and retreats as part of yotheir petitions at the prayer service conducted by Alice
formation. We are called to fraternity and our fraternity”*ubuchon, OFS, and Bob Begley, OFS.

3



